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   One of the challenges of collecting a 
new specialized area, when you in-
clude postal history along with the 
stamps and their production related 
material, is to learn the proper postal 
rates. 
   Collecting the postal history that 
reflects the proper usages of the stamps 
is a great opportunity to enhance and 
expand these new collections, and this 
article treats Australian air mails, spe-
cifically to the United States. 
   To date, probably the biggest chal-
lenge to this end is to quantify the in-
ternational air mail rates, especially the 
early period and the World War II time 
frame. 
   The chart at the right is an attempt to 
simplify this group of rates and present 
them in a useful format for collectors 
to use as a resource. 
   The information comes from three 
primary sources as listed below. All 
three turned out to be a bit confusing 
and incomplete as they existed alone: 
 - Richard Breckon’s five parts series, 
Australian Commonwealth Postal 
Rates, 1901-1966 as serialized in The 
Australian Philatelist journals of No-
vember 1987 to Winter, 1989. 
 - Martin Walker’s Air Mail Postage 
Rates, a two volume work published in 
1988. 
 - Airmail Operations During World 
War II by Thomas H. Boyle, Jr., pub-
lished in 1998. 
   A survey of all the air mail covers 
from Australia to the U.S. that are in 
my collection to date proved 100% 
correlation with the chart when it was 
completed, so if you have a noncon-
forming cover, please let me know. 

1964 air mail postcard, 1/0 platypus. 

1952 

4/6 
franking 
at three 

times the 
1/6 rate. 


