!'_ Ed Piper - GP’s Greatest Historian

Ken Nilsestuen, Treasurer

Scott Tiffney, Librarian / Director of Information

Services

American Philatelic Research Library
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E(‘l’S PY eclecessor

A Few Words from Frederick W. Green

“The hobby of stamp collecting extends over so wide a field, and has such
varied aspects, that each collector may choose whatever particular field
appeals to him, - the stamps of a particular country, or a particular period,
or type - almost without limit; and yet I venture the statement that no
matter how isolated or restricted his choice may be, the collected knowledge
which is available to him concerning it, and which makes it of interest to
him, must be disseminated in very large measure, if not entirely, through
the medium of an organized philately.”

Frederick W. Green
Garfield-Perry Stamp Club
August 23, 1940
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Frederick Himself

Older than Piper but They were Contemporaries

A Frederick W. Green

> Joined Garfield-Perry Stamp Club in 1926
> Club Vice-President 1929-1930

> Club President 1931-1932

> Club Librarian-Archivist 1934-1941
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Frederick Gets Organized

A Tedious Manual Process

i Frederick W. Green

> In 1934 began indexing the mostly donated
philatelic periodicals of the Club.

> Indexed 6 journal runs, some complete, up
to and including 1941 issues.
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What Frederick Indexed

Seven Years’ Effort

> American Journal of Philately 1868-1941
> The American Philatelist 1887-1941

> Collectors Club Philatelist 1922-1941

> The London Philatelist 1892-1941

> Pat Paragraphs 1931-1941

> Scott’s Monthly Stamp Journal 1920-1941
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Along Comes Ed

An Active G-P Member

Emile “Ed” D. Piper

> Joins Garfield-Perry Stamp Club in 1935

> Club Vice-President 1943-1944

> Club President 1944

> Library Committee 1939-1941 and 1943-1947
> Club Historian-Librarian 1940-1969
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Ed’s Membership Application
Admitted as Number 602




The Mem]oership Leclger

Members 600 through 1032

Opened to Sol Glass, Former BIA President
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The Mem]aership Leclger

Members 600 through 1032
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Ed Gets Started

Had Been Club Historian - Librarian Since 1940

Ed Develops His Method

> Endless little “cards,” 3” x 5”

> Handwritten notations from minutes,
newsletters

> Separate attendance records

> Separate membership records
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Ed’s Output — Club History

A Literal Shoe Box Full

Sample “Card”
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Ed’s Output — Club History

A Literal Shoe Box Full

Another Sample “Card”
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Ed’s Output — Club History

The Summaries?

GARFIELD=PHRAY STAMFP CLUB

1890
or; gation

Eerly in 1890, Mr, George J.Bailey -- and

prabably & few other Cleveland colleciors --

docided to mnke an effort to establish a Cleveland

. . R branch of the American Fhilatelic Associstiom,

> At some point Ed turned his little cards s il S S
eggeordingly issusad to all the membera of the national
society and other Jmown stamp eollectore in Clave-
land and vicinity, imviting them to attend an

into typed summaries of club minutes cerasieation “aotint 1n iy suieyts oitioe a

#Willson Averme (lster Hact 55th Street) and Buclid
AVErue ,

> Created history, including number of s e S s

it seems probrble that Mareh 17th wns the datas,

attendees at each meeting’ annual {he oldest record in the Club's srchives is

the first minute book, The mirutes of the first
- mesting would be proctieslly unquestionsable evidence;
f‘ M 1 A but the minutes of the first mesting sre missing.
InanC].a report Feither is = copy of the cell for that mesting
availzble,

6” 9)) 1 b . The first minute book contsina the first list
£ manb tared by tha & tary in the ord

> X 7 Pages, several carbon copies D i e e

this list showsd the dates of their admission, it

> This page typed Dec. 13’ 1943 privobomt st it ol e

The next oldest record in the srchives is a
elipping from & Cleveland newspuper, preserved by
Wr. Wm,E.Schneider in one of his sorapbooks, and
raferring to the orgsnizstion of the Club. This
elioping ig from the "Claveland News nnd Haruld"
of April 22, 1890, and resds es follows:

{continued)

odp 17 D 43
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Ed’s Output — Members Histories
Another Shoe Box Full

> Ed created separate little “cards”
for each member

> Notes indicate these were later

typed

> Included attendance, when they
spoke, exhibited, became
members or left

> Service on committees or as
trustee / officer, etc.




Ed’s Output — Members Histories
End Product?

> Loose sheets in
scrapbook have
some typed member
bios, mostly charter
members

> This is the first page
about George
Worthington and
his collection

dawitetion 68 prongply us ur. Worthington did.

orthingten's participetion 1a olub |

Bernom wrote dn 1930, "while not |
ovar setive, he wus surely alway, & trus

me=bar, 1

alesys willing to ahow his treasures by Proxyy be |

vesaed to enjoy the snnual celebretisns whish b
elwa¥s wtianded in persan, fa wes the chemplan

skory tellar during the period whon we werg paot

sfflited with the woman.*® X

> Probably more Piper
stuff in our
container

OFren *0-F Ohorter Roll® by W.H.3eram, in
@ = F. Glub News, Msrch, 1930,
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Ed Needs a Project

Had Been Club Librarian Since 1940

One Need Not Be Crazy, But It Helps

> Got caught up on G-P history around 1948
> Resurrected indexing project in 1949.

> Transcribed Green’s 8” x 11” pages on to 3”
x 57 slips, using any scrap of paper at his
disposal.

> Re-indexed Green’s original 6 journal runs,
added 26 more journals and 2 books.
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Ed’s Output — The Piper File

Would You Believe 90,000+ of These?

The Piper File ~ Sample Card

U S: 1921 P.11 19x224mm 1¢  (Scf 544) Cag 1
aTwo New Maja Varieties..dohl STPS 20: 197-98 Aug 7 '37
bAnother COpY ees » STPS 21: 102 Oct 16 137
cAdditional Copies ... Johl STPS 21: 427 Dec 18 137
d " O e 9 STPS 22: 232 Feb 12 138
o " ® e " STPS 23: 160 Apr 30 '38
fAnother Copy e.. e STPS 23: 412 Jun 18 '38
goheet Rotaries, +s¢ Sloane STPS s 13 Jul 3 '48
hAnother Copy eee Johl STPS €4: 232 Aug 13 48
iNo.,b644 B-Precancelled.Slosne STPS 64: 341 Sep 4 '48
jPrecencelled No, 544 " STPS 74: 85 Jan 20 151
abedefghij60ApT -C_//
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Ed's Archival Qualitg Paper

ﬁ Many are Blank, Many are Not

A Backside: Railroad Ticket Envelope....

MAY 1958
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More Archival Paper
There Are Hundreds Like This

....BPank Advertising Brochure. ...

E A R N Your savings dollars

every $3.00 you used {
What's behind it ?
Interest rates for con
authorities. They set 3|
pay. Recently, they rai
And Central Nationd
In two ways.
One: We will pay 49
account one year or lo
Two: We will pay 3‘/‘;]
one year.
Start the new year

convenient offices of
businesslike care of yo

il
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More Archival Paper

Vertical, Horizontal

-

....A Complimentary Calendar....
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More Archival Paper

The Postal History He Sacrificed... ©

....Personally Addressed Envelope....
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\ /
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More Archival Paper
Not All Postal History Will Be Missed

....Postcard for the Salvation Army....

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

No Postage Stamp Necessary If Mailed In The United States

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY

éfjx(% .-_‘}/}i/ewﬁkuf ,__rr;/.} f}zy

George Gund, Treasurer

D A D.. EQAY




More Archival Paper

Any Source at All...

....Advertisement for the Latest Baseball Books....

V

AN ALL STAR LINEUP FOR THE BASEBALL SEASC

8190 outstanding All-Time Major

-.“_-.. League records from | f

through 1953 $100
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Enough of the Archival Paper

It is Turning to Dust

....and an Advertisement for the Latest Facial Tissue.

Open your free sample of Puffs and
be one of the first to enjoy this new
creation in facial tissues....so sooth-
Ing on your skin.

In making these wonderful tissues,
Procter & Gamble blends a formula of
remarkable ingredients that looks
and feels as smooth and velvety as

Com
that
dent
soot

Tak
dea
age
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The Piper File - Scope
English Only, Please

> English language U.S. and British journals.

> Includes references to articles of “permanent
value” excludes those of “general interest.”

> Excludes news of individual stamp clubs and
dealers.

> Includes large philatelic organizations (APS)
and significant philatelists (Ashbrook, Luff).
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What Ed Indexed

Partial List of Journals

American Journal of Philately > Gibbons Stamp Weekly

The American Philatelist > Linn’s Weekly Stamp News
American Philatelic Congress > London Philatelist

Book > Masonic Philatelist
Collectors Club Philatelist > Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News
Chronicle of U.S. Classic Issues . Mercury Stamp Journal
Covers > National Philatelic Museum
Cyclopedia of U.S. Postmarks Bulletin

Essay Proof Journal > The U.S. One Cent Stamp of
France and Colonies Philatelist 1851-1857
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What Ed Indexed

Remainder of the Journals

Pat Paragraphs > Society of Philatelic Americans
Philatelic Gazette Journal

Philatelic Magazine > Stamp Collecting

Philately > Stamp Specialist

Philatelic Journal of Great > Stamps

Britain > U.S. Cancellation Club News &
Postal History Journal Quarterly

Postal Markings > Weekly Philatelic Gossip

Scott’s Monthly Stamp Journal > Ward’s Philatelic News
> Western Stamp Collector

Garfield-Perry Stamp Club Virtual Meeting ~ August 6, 2020



A Few of the Originals
Of Course There Were Hundreds of Issues
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Ed's Lil)rarg Legacg

Piper Philatelic Index

Overview

> Detailed philatelic subject headings scheme.

> Includes cross references and multiple
reference citing.

> 90,000+ index cards, 450,000+ references
> Donated to APRL by his family in 1974.
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A Subject Card

Remember Manual Typewriters?

The Piper File ~ Sample Card
r L

Heading / Sub-headings ——* U 8: 1673 24¢ (éont'd) — (Seff 184) Cafip

TThe U.5.1873=75 Twenty-Four Cent Continental Bank
Scott No. /" Note Stamp. il.Jere.Hess Barr APC 20: 108-18 Oct '54
. . #1873 24 cents...P.H.Ward,Jr, MEK 83: 178 Dec 3 '54X
Article Title / Author / -y .S.Notes., Philip H.Ward,Jr. MEK 84: 106 Apr 8 '55

STAIES.The Challenge of the
rA-Cen Sank I : CCP 36:92,94 Mar 157

elong a Puzzle,ﬁg;ain,The Test,etec MEK 24: .:.08 Jun 11 '10

Journal (Acronym) /
Notes

'no*th Attention, - adit, 1:_.} _.‘:': 232 JJul z2 '120
le Pron v the 24¢ gn
Volume (Issue) / Page(sy/ gn%:illr:an% IR 5R She £of ﬁ% ig 109 55 “Tip ‘-§0 }4
Date abast 'eb te
wtine 1 3 4_}-
g 2 r%ﬁm%é Perry R e 1% i"f%-ég s % %
Citation Addition B s T R S G P T
o . /VJ'V”?Q N 2.76 JJ'WL 7.5, 6 ~87070 @ ———
Citation/Proofreading — v
Verification
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Ed's Rough Draft

Handwritten Before It Was Typed

The Piper File ~ Sample Card

Heading / Sub-headings
Scott No.

Article Title / Author /
Journal (Acronym) /
Notes / Volume (Issue) /
Page(s) / Date

Citation Addition

Citation/Proofreading
Verification

a

US

L3 (50
16718 SMF/UW«;% (o‘t;#/élj)m_zﬂﬂ

Byt loritnd St

WML ’va‘—”:h'“% /‘3#

Arrirnane o 3
sy L, WM%W Wé%

M g T2:1226 'lJZ’
é% l

£1700 .zf/owhr M Aloruwrsw
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Why Should APRL Digitize?

Does Modern Electronic Search Supplant?

The Plper File ~One B18 Card Catalog

sl o | K
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A Sample Drawer
They Are All Full of “Cards”

The Piper File ~ A Few of the 90,000+
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Why Scott Tiftney Started

Project Isn’t Finished

The Piper File ~ Why Digitize ?

Unique - Rare, Comprehensive

Philatelic Index
Access - Reference Staff, Members,

Researchers

Preservation — Card Condition /

Rarity / Historical
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The Scanning Project

Considerations

> Protocols

300 dpi, Color, Readable PDF (OCR)

> Hardware

Flatbed Scanners with ADF

Overhead Scanner

> Software

MS Access
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The Output
What are the Deliverables?

»>Searchable / Sortable Database
»Digital Archive of Index Cards

»Linkable Digital Index (Part of APRL
Digital platform)
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Problem Children

Really Hard to Make This Searchable

-

CAIIADA; 1953 # < Boronation 7% .3

a\ama;rs:vers Blamed for Poor
&3 Canadian Coronation Stamp.
-

&g E. Fitz Patrick STPS 85:495 Dec 26 '53
4 Cannocia's 1953 co‘l‘a'naih'm\ LS ance ha Phlate
Twrmber BloclcPositidms, . Wsc29: Jam (s $& p#

@Canada Corner.\Y Gordon D.Vaughn MEK 84: 172 Jun 3 '65
‘Comments on Stamp Designs.il., STPS 92: 161 Jul 30 '55
eCanadien News ... Bemthem WSC 33: Dgc 9 '58 Pel
(X) = BY LORNE W.BENTHAM = 708 Row OF HoRIZ. PERFS MISSIvG
Z -~ D
= ITLTT Gscé s 7.\ )eB9Felb
l *

oo T YRl ‘
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Preserving an Organized Philately

The Digitization of the Piper Philatelic Index

CATADA: 1953 Mot

Boronetion

\‘Arl”r‘ rwvers Blamed for

American Philatelic Research Library
Piper Philatelic Index

7

Article Title

Engravers Blamed for Poor Canadian Coronation Stamp

Poor
S a CapeTin bmohdrlcm "D </
¥ e o
ST STPS 85:495 N
+ -' o is _Scance b Plate
Turmalan Bile &1 Usc29: Jg | Stamps
@.}.Canada Comar.@(}ordon D.Vaughn MEK 84: 172
‘Comments on Stamp Designs.il.>¥STPS 92: 161 495 12/26/1953
eCanadien llews ... Bemtham WSC 33: Dge ©
(CANADA: 1953
[X) = BY LORNE WoBENTHAM D~ 708 Row <F HORIZ. [JCREY 4¢ Coronation Ses a0
" 33,7.7, ¢ i{i‘: A e55'eld Record: M 4 4864 of 5239 oMb &N |Search
k i i i A
¥
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Preserving an Organized Philately
The Digitization of the Piper Philatelic Index

The Piper File ~ Digitization

s r'r-’ e ..l
CAIIADA : 1953 /< Qoronation (2 4
a\ama;rs:vers Blamed for Poor
&3 Canadian Coronation Stamp.
- ] o = p— . - ™ ™ "
&g E. Fitz Patrick STPS 85:495 Deéc 26 '53
4 Cnnoclia’s 1953 Coromnation is ance h Plate
Tuwmlan BloclePositidms, (. UBCc29: Jan (s ST WF

@Canada Corner.\Y Gordon D.Vaughn MEK 84: 172 Jun 3 '65
‘Comments on Stamp Designs.il., STPS 92: 161 Jul 30 '55
eCanadien News ... Bemthem WSC 33: Dgc 9 '58 Pel

JARVE Y

(X) = BY LORNE W,BENTHAM - 70& Row OF HORIZ. PERFY MISSIvG
A

L33 Ty $5TET ) [ epgiels
h . s y
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Preserving an Organized Philately
The Digitization of the Piper Philatelic Index

The Piper File ~ Digitization

CAIIADA : 1958 - Goronation

Engravers Blamed for Poor
Ceanadian Coronation =tamp,.

K

E. Fitz Patrick STPS 85:495 Dde 26 '563
4 Cnnocla's 1953 Cc:r‘crna.t;'mx Vo Scance h Plate
Tumlan BloclePositidms, (. UBc29: Jan Is ST w4

@Canada Corner.Y Gordon D.Vaughn MEK 84: 172 Jun 3 '55
‘Comments on Stamp Designs.il., STPS 92: 161 Jul 30 '55
eCanadien News ..., Benthenm WsC 33: Dgc 9 '58 Pel

W - -

X) = BY LORNE W.BENTHAM - 708 Row OF HoRIZ. PEAFY MISS1vG

e g
'ﬁm Fsre g J7.\ Jeb59Felb
A . TRIC

v T YR ‘
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Preserving an Organized Philately

American Philatelic Research Library
Piper Philatelic Index

¥
Article Title

Canada's 1953 Coronation is Scarce in Plate Number Block
|Positions

Bentham, Lorne W,

Journal Title
nWestern Stamp Collector

1;15;1955

CANADA: 1953 |l

The Digitization of the Piper Philatelic Index

American Philatelic Research Library
Piper Philatelic Index

Sub Heading .
4¢ Coronation iSc# 330 |
Record: 4 4 4865 of 5239 PoH ok | E

% Mo Filter |'Search

#
Article Title
iCanada Corner ‘
Waughn, Gordon D.
Journal Title
Mekeel s Weekly Stamp News
m m Page(s) m
| 172 | 5;3;1955

Sub]ect Headlng
iCANADA: 1953 Top row of horizontal per
Sub Heading
|4¢ Coronation [ |SC# 330

Record: M 4 4866 of 5239 Bk ke | & Me Filte | Search
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\’Vher c AY c We9

Lots of Progress

The Piper File ~ Digitization

»59,000+ cards indexed (132,000+ unique

citations)

»31,500+ cards manually transcribed
»>8,500+ cards indexed via OCR
»37,000+ scanned PDF card images
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Homage to Ed Piper

A Massive Contribution to Philately

Kenneth Nilsestuen
Philatelist L—AI

American Philatelic

(330) 869-0002 Rk e
knilsestuen@gmail.com

Scott Tiffney

American Philatelic Research Librarg

100 Match Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA 16825

The APS had nothing to do with this
presentation, but everyone watching (814) 933-3803 x246
e e ought to be a member! stiffney@stamps.org
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