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I+ Design Leopard Plate Proofs

The master die included the “2” centimes
value. Other values were engraved for each
stamp. Note identical variations in bottom
marginal markings, where plate was bolted
to press.

Examples
(Position numbers based on 100-stamp sheet.)
2 centimes position 17 4 centimes position 17

AREPLBLIDUE-FRANCAISE

2 centimes position 76 4 centimes position 76

- Images from same positions on differen
sheets are nearly identical. ® Curved line
rear leg creates larger oval in position 76.
@Vertical line is truncated in position 76.
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AREPUBLIOUE FRANCAISE

Block from similar plate proof of back-
ground. Each position is different.




[- Design Leopard Trial Colors

Presumably the next step was to prepare trial color proofs. Unknown number of sheets prepared.

Bi-color trial color proofs on card and unwatermarked paper.

Note color registration problems.
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Trial colors on card. Most are close to the final selected color.

Brown trial color on card. Small differences, especially leopard’s back

paw. More pronounced differences in “15”s.
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“~"Note differences

in shading lines, size.

Position 3

Card Paper

For all values except the two centimes, numeral placement and engraving
details in the value tablet are different from stamp to stamp.




Design Bakalois Woman Essays

Reportedly, Merwart “borrowed” this image Trial color sheetlets, no values in design. Smaller than issued stamps. Sheetlets allowed them to test die transfer

from a local trade card. There is a postcard alignment, colors, etc. As with leopard sheetlets, designs are consistent. Printed on newspaper quality paper.
with a photograph of this Bakelois woman

which was more likely his source.

P MERWART. INVAPX

=~ Observe that third row is aligned slightly to the right

compared to the top two rows in all sheets.
Very large essay, with value. Excellent

engraving by Damman. On card, dam-
aged at right. Fifteen centimes value ulti-
mately appeared in leopard design. One
of only two or three reported. @




[ Design

Bakalois Woman Essays

Trial color sheetlets and singles from them, no values in design. Smaller than issued stamps. Sheetlets allowed them to test die transfer align-
ment, colors, etc. Same as prior page with black background added.

Background align-

ment was critical

because it com-
pletely filled the
space. Marginal
registration marks

were critical to

printing quality.

Position11 Position 12 : .;.

= Incomplete die transfer, (background)
position 12 at lower left. [nverted background, although marginal registration markings
are aligned.



Design Bakalois Woman Essays and Proofs

Chassepot tried many color combinations before making final decisions. These were

still essays, smaller than the final stamp design. They were almost certainly from the
As with the leopard, the third design was the charm (if one includes the very large

essay). Black proof sheets allowed Chassepot and the P&T to check the quality of the
plate. There were still variations, especially in the value tablets.

plates of 12 (see position 12 below), but printed on card rather than newsprint.

Observe varied posi-
\ tions of “30” within
value tablet. Indicates
each numeral was sep-
arately engraved on
plate. Engraved line
differences also appear

under magnification.

Note varieties in up-

;

per right “tail,” some
truncated or missing,
others long. There are

also other less obvious
differences from posi-
tion to position.

Positions 5, 6, 15 & 16 Likely from top row,
from 100 image sheet. positions unknown.




|- Design Bakalois Woman

Black Proofs
As with the Leopard design, the
black proof allowed Chassepot
to inspect for errors in the intag-
lio plate. One cataloged error
variety is unfortunately cut off
(position 92). However, there
are other constant varieties.

Examples
= The most significant constant vari-
ety I discovered was in position 28.
There is a scratch through the design-
er’s name, only in this position. It
probably occurred as the engraver
was reinforcing the frame line.

20 centime Position 28

Another catalogued variety is the dot
between “REPUBLIQUE” and
“FRANCAISE” at the top of the de-
sign. It was amplified as the 20c plate

was copied for other values.
" NI
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20 centimes 75 centimes

|

Position 49 Position 49




[ ) Bakalois Woman
Black Proofs

~ It appears that the master die
had “20” inscribed in the value
tablets. Their position is uni-
form and the engraved numerals
are complete and filled in. Val-
ues in other sheets are roughly
engraved and not uniformly
placed in the tablets.

P AERVART.INVA P2

Positions 18 from each black proof,
left value tablet, more or less ran-
domly selected. Note position dot
in 75 centimes tablet.

= Position 28 showing consistent

scratch through Merwart’s name.



Brown trial color proof, probably rows seven and
eight from sheet of 100 (positions 68-70, 78-80).

= Each “75” value tablet has
guide dot in center. Values are
engraved differently in each
position.

Position 80,
right tablet

Position 86,
right tablet

Brown trial color proof, posi-
tions 85-86 and 95-96.

Bakalois Woman Trial Color Proofs

As with the Leopard design, Chassepot prepared a wide variety of color trial proofs. Some were frame only,
many were two color. These were printed on card stock, on thick paper and on thin paper.

Thin paper Thick paper Thin paper

Inverted background

Thick paper Thick paper Thin paper



[- Design Coconut Grove Plate Proofs and Trial Colors

Damman prepared only one design in one size for the high value stamps. It is larger than the others, and the value is the same color as the vignette. As before, it appears that the mas-
ter die included “1r,” which was then removed and re-engraved in each position for the 2F and 5F values. There are no surviving sheets, but students of the issue have concluded that

there were 50 images per sheet (10 x 5) rather than 100.
As with lower values, trial colors appeared on card and thin

& paper. There were also perforation trials.
" Upper left vignette
shows portion of frame
incorrectly engraved on
vignette die (right side).

= Position 49 error —
frame on vignette die.

Brown trial color proof, unknown

positions.

Card

Trial

color

block,

posi-

tions

35, 36, " Position 49 shows por-

45, 46. E tion of frame incorrectly
AL 5 engraved on vignette die

(left side).

Perforated 11




Il- Production

Damaged full sheet.
Cliché separations
vary from three to
four mm between col-
umns and rows.
Background and
frame go out of regis-
tration from position
1 to position 100.
Stamp widths vary
from 30.5 to 34 mm
and heights from 24
to 25.5 mm.

Printed one sheet at a
time, also perforated
one sheet at a time.
Side edges trimmed

after production.

Marginal rectangles
allow for color regis-

tration alignment.

Note missing tusk va-
riety in position 91,
rounded tusk in posi-
tion 94. Cliché varie-
ties noted on black
proof are consistent
on final printed sheet.
Gum, storage and age

have caused separated

perforations and curling,.
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