
First Issue Postal 
Card of 1873
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners 
The Lipman Postal Card
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners 
American Post Card Co.

3



DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners 

America Bank Note Co.
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners 
Continental Bank Note Co.
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners 
National Bank Note Co Essay
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DEVELOPMENT: Die Proofs
National Bank Note Co.

1St Progressive Die Proofs
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2nd Progressive Die Proof 

DEVELOPMENT: Die Proofs
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DEVELOPMENT: Completed Essay

9



DEVELOPMENT:
Watermark Essay
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DEVELOPMENT: Proof
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Essay & Proof Differences

1. Knife edge around scallops 
of Liberty

2. No knife edge inside border.
3. Large dot near “S” of 

“States”
4. Small lettering for “U.S. 

POSTAGE” and “ONE CENT”
5. Scrolls slightly different in 

size and shape. 

Final Design Proof

DEVELOPMENT
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DEVELOPMENT:
Secret Mark
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DEVELOPMENT: Three 
shades of approved color of 

velvet brown.
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DEVELOPMENT: 
Trial Color Multiple
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PRODUCTION: Plate Layout  4X9
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage Original State

SP-4                                                SP-7                                                 SP-23                                                  SP-45
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage

RECUT

RECUT
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage

RECUT

RECUT
30
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POSTAL HISTORY : Infraction of Postal Card Rules
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POSTAL HISTORY :
Return to Sender
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POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed Postal Card

37



POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed Postal Card : New Rules
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POSTAL HISTORY: Forwarding
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POSTAL HISTORY: Early Use

Cards were distributed on May 12, 
1873 from the printing plant in 
Springfield MA.  Sales were made on 
the following day in Washington DC, 
NYC, Boston, MA, and Hartford CT. 
Eight cards are documented from 
these cities from May 13, 1873.
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POSTAL HISTORY: Foreign Destinations pre UPU
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FOREIGN DESTINATION : Forwarded
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POSTAL HISTORY : Fancy Cancels                                                                                               
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Second Design Essays
Morgan Envelope Co.
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Unfinished Typo graphed Essay made from engraving 

US Bureau of Engraving & Printing
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