First Issue Postal
Card of 1873




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners
The Lipman Postal Card
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners
American Post Card Co.
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners

America Bank Note Co.




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners
Continental Bank Note Co.
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunners
National Bank Note Co Essay




DEVELOPMENT: Die Proofs
National Bank Note Co.
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DEVELOPMENT: Die Proofs

2"d Progressive Die Proof




DEVELOPMENT: Completed Essay




DEVELOPMENT:
Watermark Essay
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Essay watermark
reads up or down
on trial colors.
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DEVELOPMENT: Proof
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DEVELOPMENT

Essay & Proof Differences

1. Knife edge around scallops
of Liberty

2. No knife edge inside border.

3. Large dot near “S” of
“States”

4. Small lettering for “U.S.
POSTAGE” and “ONE CENT”

5. Scrolls slightly different in
size and shape.

Final Design Proof ‘




DEVELOPMENT:
Secret Mark




DEVELOPMENT: Three
shades of approved color of
velvet brown.



DEVELOPMENT:
Trial Color Multiple
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PRODUCTION: Large Watermark

The Post Office Department supplied dandy rolls to the Morgan Envelope Co. Morgan
subcontracted the card stock production to the Hudson & Cheney Paper Co. of North Manchester
Connecticut. The watermark monogram measured 60mm x 90mm.

WRITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS SIDE~THE MESSAGE ON THEOTHER
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PRODUCTION: Large Watermark Varieties

Normal watermarks appear with the monogram reading up .Sometimes pressman did not always
feed the paper stock in this manner. As a result the monogram can be found in different positions.
Below is an inverted watermark.
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A split watermark occurs when the paper stock is improperly cut into 22"x 30" sheets. A
malfunction disturbed cutting alignment.

WRITETHE ADDRESS
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark

Production of cards was shut down after one month due to paper problems. The public
complained that the paper was too porous causing ink to bleed when written upon. Another
issued was that the watermark indentation was so pronounced that ink pens would get caught on

it. The problems were corrected and the watermark monogram was reduced. The monograms are
found in two types.

Type I : Shape
of "O" in POD is
round. Measures
53mm x 35mm

Type 11 : Shape
of "0" in POD
is elongated.
Measures
55mm x38mm




PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Position

Four watermark positions occur during printing. Other than normal, the other three are created
by improper feeding of the sheets by pressman like the large monogram.
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19



PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Position

Reversed Position
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Missing Letters

Occasionally portions of the monogram would break away from the dandy roll. Watermarks
were produced where one or more of the letters were missing. Repairs were made quickly.

Missing "P"

Missing "P &U" |
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Missing Letters

Reversed Watermark
with "D" missing.

Monogram
re-enforcement.
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Stitch Positions

Research has show that there appears to be four different types, thus indicating that the stitching
was across the width of the dandy roll. In the repair, adjacent watermarks were pulled together
so that their relative position to each other is different for the four positions.

Position 1

Position 2 ; I = -
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Bent Letters

Distorted "D"

"O" weld repair
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WRITETHE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THEOTHER
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PRODUCTION: Small Watermark Varieties - Shifted

Shifted watermarks occur when paper stock is cut into sheets and the with is trimmed improperly
on either side. This produces a watermark which is shifted to the extreme right or left.
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PRODUCTION: Unwatermarked

There was no authorization to use unwatermarked paper but they do exist. It is believed that
some cards may have been produced on unwatermarked stock in an attempt to convince the Post
office to change some of the requirements of the contract. Another theory suggests that an
attempt was made to work out the correct composition for the paper stock before the dandy roll
was received from the Post Office. The vast majority of unwatermarked cards are late printings
on watermarked paper. Many of the wire monograms had become so worn that the watermarks
were barely or no longer visible.

Apparently
Unwatermarked

Weak
Watermark
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PRODUCTION: Plate Layout 4X9
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage Original State
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage




PRODUCTION : Plat




PRODUCTION: Anomalies
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Preprinted paper crease.
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PRODUCTION: Anomalies

Miscut.

Offset.

Paper Inclusion.
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PRODUCTION: Paper Varieties

Brown
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POSTAL HISTORY: Infraction of Postal Card Rules

Postal guide rules state the postal cards are unmailable when there is anything printed or written
on the front of the card despite the endorsement "WRITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS
SIDE". If detected it should have been charged double letter rate (2 x 3¢) less the 1¢ credit for
the postal card. Otherwise Due Sc. These examples went undetected.

Phoenix Insurance Co. Hartford, Connecticut. 1874

Embossed P. Crocker & Son Carriage Goods Richmond, Indiana.1874



POSTAL HISTORY : Infraction of Postal Card Rules
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POSTAL HISTORY :
Return to Sender
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POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed Postal Card
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POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed Postal Card : New Rules
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. As per Postal Law & Regulations 1873 : " When a postal card has reached the office to which it
POSTAL HISTORY: Forwarding

is addressed, it may at the request of the party addressed, be forwarded to another post office
without additional charge."

g,

WRITETHE ADDRESS ONLY O E‘ﬁy,

Y
THEQTHER
o A

Missent and Forwarded from Montgomery, Alabama to Mobile Alabama 1875.
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POSTAL HISTORY: Early Use

Early use. Docketed May 15, 1873 from Boston, Massachusetts. Boston received the first postal
cards on May 13th.

Cards were distributed on May 12,
1873 from the printing plant in
Springfield MA. Sales were made on
the following day in Washington DC,
NYC, Boston, MA, and Hartford CT.
Eight cards are documented from
these cities from May 13, 1873.
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POSTAL HISTORY: Foreign Destinations pre UPU
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POSTAL HISTORY: Treaty Rate to Canada

From July 1, 1873 to December 30, 1874 the postal card rate to Canada was 2c. It was reduced
by treaty to Ic, effective January 1, 1875.

| .7~ The Merchants’ Bank of Canada,

~ The

To Kingston, Ontario April 15, 1876 1c treaty rate.
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Germany
1875

Switzerland

Negotiated 2c pre UPU rate
effective May 1, 1874.
1874
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FOREIGN DESTINATION : Forwarded
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POSTAL HISTORY: Chicago Blue Cancellation (: Chicago Blue Cancellation

During the years 1873-1876 Chicago used almost exclusively blue ink for cancellations, date
stamps and other markings. Over 140 design have been documented. Below is a representation.




s POSTAL HISTORY: New York City Cancellations -Substation

During the 1870's New York substations used cancels which consisted as letters designating a
specific substation. ’ ' 3rd Ave &
124th St.
Houston &
Broadway
13th St.
8th Ave &
33rd St.
Station I
3rd Ave. &
33rd St.
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POSTAL HISTORY: New York City Cancellations -Numerals New York City Cancellations -Numerals

The main post office in New York City used a variety of numerals cancellations on domestic
mail. The numbers 1- 14 are believed to represent the various clerks employed at the time.
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POSTAL HISTORY: New York City Cancellations -Numerals
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POSTAL HISTORY

Fancy Cancels
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POSTAL HISTORY: Manuscript Cancels

: g ffi ith 1 il vol nd no hand devices cancelled with writing devices
As mail volume increased and the use of the postal card exploded, mechanical means to cancel ?ﬂmﬁz D;g:em)tuh] ;‘: :::, ;:;ﬁ;:uedn:mm;&ws_ .
mail developed. Among the first, in the mid 1870's especially adapted for rapid cancellation of “
postal cards was the Leavitt machine. Barry was another manufacture after Leavitt. e
: ST—— —— , Scarboro, Georgia

POSTAL HISTORY: Machine Cancels

Leavitt
Type A-2
Boston 1876 ¥ — Losaar,
b WRITCTHE fﬁf}ﬁﬁ'} ONLY DN TH| S SIDE-THE MESSAGE DN THE OTHER
Leavitt Clintonville,
TypeB Pennsylvania

Nashville 1879

Williams Mills,

Barry Pennsylvania
New York
Late Use 1896




POSTAL HISTORY: Territorial Use.

Salt Lake City, Utah
August 3, 1874
Statehood: January 4, 1896

Boulder, Colorado
May 5, 1875.
Statehood: August 1, 1876

To Walla, Washington
Territory. May 19, 1874
Statehood: November 11, 1889
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POSTAL HISTORY: Early Advertising

L it

ENDS, GREETING.
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Multiple advertiser OAK HALL. Cards were sold for 50c per 100. 1874
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POSTAL HISTORY: Iliustrated Advertising: Manufacturing

¥ MANUFACTURERS OF
Iron

AGENTS WANTED

SIMMONS’

Safely Lamp Filler,

m:lh‘:i t?‘:’ mp lmsnEt- mk;

0w % 2
ing ol Burner or.glinlhueym il
a

Belly Quirk’and Pays Wall !

Sam l-P'r}_ao«tiul mt froe
to n.n}’-ﬁ:d?l‘:‘un o mni?r. of 25

Patentes and General Agent,

GEO. H. BIMMONS,

. Nowth Bennington, nj'-.,

POSTAL HISTORY: Reward Cards

Stolen horse & harnesses,

Stolen horse, wagon &
harnesses.

Stolen cash

$100 REWARD.
STOLEN from the subscriber on the pi i

ght of the 26th inst., one
Bi.ACK Marz, 7 years old, 15 hands high, star in forehead, both hind
feet white and the left forefoot partially white; hasa wart on the left
s_hrmldgr. under the collar, and the letter D branded on left shoulder:
long ta carrics well; main turned to the right side. ~Also, one Double

arfiage Harness, one Single Harness, Saddl Bridle

Cushion and two Scotch Lap Robes. & R

I will give the above reward for an infi i i '
. Y miormation by which [ can
get the Mare, and a liberal reward for the other propert;, and $350 for

the thief.
5. W. RAYMOND,
Treasurer of La Salle Co., 1.

e

L jum: 37“?,_ Iﬂ?s-'

From the subferiber, on the Wam!wfprth Road, in North I'rovidence,
on the night of the Gthins

ONE BAY HORSE

rﬂ STOLEN!

migh hind foot white, sear on right hind qnarters, weighs ahout 11505

i ONE LIGHT EXPRIESS WAGON,
' chocolate color, striped hlack, three springs.  Also

. . SILVER MCUNTED EARNESS
' : WITH SQUARE TURRETS.

o wvonyict the thicf or thieves, will be suitably rewarded, ;
. Aug. 7 1875 HENRY D. OLNEY.

Whoever will return said property, or furnish information enough to

A LIBERAL REWARD will be paid for the
~ partof it, stolen by three boys described as follows ;.
- years; the smallest one dressed in dark clothes, with dark turban caj

' the other boy wore rubber shoes, and for size was between the two.
Keep a good look-out, as it is believed they went to your place,
Address, CHIEF POLICE, Blaomington, Tl

over-shoes; large one had on short-tailed gray coat, and wore cap and




Second Design Essays
Morgan Envelope Co.
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Unfinished Typo graphed Essay made from engraving

US Bureau of Engraving & Printing
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SECOND DESIGN: Watermarked Paper

In early 1875, the printing plates of the first issue were badly worn. New plates were not made
as the National Bank Note Co. retained the original mater die and transfer roll. The Post Office
had formed a new contract with the Continental Bank Note Co. to print stamps thus, their
relationship with National Bank Note was no longer close. To solve this, the Post Office used a
new design and amended the Morgan Envelope Co.'s contract to make these changes. The
Postmaster General authorized the discontinuance of watermarked paper. A small quantity of
watermarked paper was still on hand and was authorized to be used up. About 2.8 million cards
were printed. . .

Normal
Watermark
Position

Inverted

pills .(,.‘/_]Jgff-:j |

e
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SECOND DESIGN: Watermark Positions

Since the new issue was to be printed on unwatermarked stock, no care was taken on which way
the sheets were fed into the press with the watermarked stock. This accounts for the watermark
being found in all four positions. The old stock was produced with badly worn monograms.
Most cards are found with weak watermarks. Clear watermarks are scarce.

F. - ’ : - - e

Reversed

Inverted &
Reversed
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