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Turn in those counterfeiters 
Beer echoes APS officialõs call 

to report sellers of fake U.S. stamps 

By Dennis Sadowski 

    The ongoing produc-
tion of counterfeit 
stamps has GP member 
Ray Beer echoing a re-
cent call by Scott Eng-
lish, American Philatelic 
Society executive direc-
tor, to educate others 
about bogus adhesives. 

    ñWhat worries me is it 
hurts the hobby,ò Beer, 
who has an extensive 
collection of counterfeit 
stamps, said of the nu-
merous of online offer-
ings of heavily discounted U.S. 
stamps. ñA lot of people who 
would normally purchase ... U.S. 
Postal Service issues donôt any-
more because of this. It raises 
questions: How am I going to tell 
them apart and whoôs going to 
want them?ò 

    Writing in the June issue of The 
American Philatelist, English 
called on collectors to alert peo-
ple, especially non-collectors, 
about the large number of discount 
postage offers. 
    English called on APS members 

to contact the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service with information 
about any ads offering such alleg-
edly counterfeit stamps. He also 
encouraged collectors to ñshare 
some our practical knowledgeò 
about counterfeits. 
    Such education is crucial to 
combatting the counterfeiters, 
Beer agreed, especially as counter-
feiters are improving their ability 
to mimic U.S. stamps. 
    ñOur families know about it be-
cause we talk about it,ò he said, 
encouraging collectors to widen 

See COUNTERFEITS on page 2 

Outreach to area 

APS members begins 
    An outreach effort is underway 
to invite American Philatelic Soci-
ety members in Northeast Ohio 
to join the club. 

 

      Chris Duston 
is spearheading the effort, which 
will begin this month. 
    The plan is simple. Duston will 
obtain mailing labels of areawide 
APS members, especially new 
members, and send a card telling 
them about GP and inviting them 
to attend a future meeting. 
    Duston sees the goal of the 
campaign as building bridges and 
establishing connections with a 
broader base of stamp collectors. 
New members also will strengthen 
GP and help ensure a vibrant fu-
ture for the club and its numerous 
activities. 
    Member Kent Johnson has 
made a donation to the effort to 
cover printing costs. Postage has 
been donated. 

COURTESY OF WAYNE YOUNGBLOOD  

Counterfeit stamps have proliferated in recent 

years, with many new stamp issues being illegally 

reproduced and sold at deep discounts online to 

unknowing consumers. 
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created since the late 19th century, 
English acknowledged that it will 
take time to reduce the influence 
of counterfeiters. 
    Beer said he has seen that 
things may be slowly changing. 
    He had a compiled a list of 
about 20 websites where he would 
buy counterfeits for his reference 
collection. ñAnd theyôre just about 
all gone,ò Beer said. ñThose web-
sites were eliminated, I would im-
agine, by the USPIS.ò 
    Instead, Beer has noticed that 
such sites are ñnow hidden behind 
other websites, like clothing. They 
have a tab of best sellers and you 
see stamps listed there.ò 
    Beer reiterated that collectors 
can best serve the hobby by shar-
ing what they know with others. 
    ñIf you have knowledge, use it.ò 

 

    I hope all of our members had 
a wonderful summer. Our Gar-
field-Perry Stamp Club in-

person meet-
ings begin 
again on Sep-
tember 5. 
    Please plan 
to attend, as 
serious prepa-
ration for 
March Party 
2025 begins 

with this meeting. If you pur-
chased a new stamp or cover 
over the summer, bring it to the 
meeting and share the excite-
ment with others. 
    I was thinking recently about 
how I began collecting stamps. 
My mother collected stamps in 
her younger days. She remem-
bered having the U.S. revenue 
issue with the inverted portrait of 
Washington. Unfortunately, her 

From the president 
collection was long gone when I 
started collecting. 
    My mother took me to 
Higbeeôs stamp department to 
buy an album, catalogue and 
some stamps. I chose the Minkus 
worldwide album as my first. 
Little did I know that years later 
I would be having dinner with 
Jacque Minkus and his wife. 
Minkus was the American agent 
for the Israel Stamp Agency. I 
was involved in the Society of 
Israel Philatelists and its Cleve-
land Chapter. The SIP was a 
great supporter of the agency as 
was Minkus with our society. 
    At one point my mother had a 
family friend take me to a meet-
ing of the society. I met Dr. Al-
bert Friedberg and Al Stern, both 
former Garfield-Perry members, 
at the meeting. Friedberg taught 
me about Holyland collecting 
and Stern was a local stamp 

dealer. Of course, I was hooked 
on philately and never looked 
back. In the early days my moth-
er took me to various post offic-
es to buy current stamp issues 
and helped me send envelopes 
away for first day cancellations. 
    Later, my mother introduced 
me to the first stamp shows I ev-
er attended. These were our 
March Party shows. Al Stern al-
ways had the first booth upon 
entering the room with his big 
green metal cabinets for first day 
covers. Today, I use these cabi-
nets for stamp/cover storage, 
having purchased them from Bea 
Stern, Alôs wife. 
    It is not too early to think 
about your exhibit for March 
Party 2025. We all need to work 
to keep March Party the gold 
medal show it is. 

Philatelically yours, 

Howard S. Chapman 

Counterfeits 
From page 1 

Obituary 
Robert Collins 
    Long-time member and exhibi-
tor Robert Collins, 88, died peace-
fully on June 6. Details of the cir-
cumstances of his death were not 

available. 
    Collins be-
gan collecting 
as child and 
had many col-
lecting interests 
including 19th-
century manu-
script mark-
ings, territorial 
Alaska postal 

history, advertising covers for 

gunmakers, and, perhaps his fa-
vorite, postmarks from communi-
ties named Collins. He also edited 
ñThe Alaskan Philatelist,ò journal 
of the Alaska Collectorsô Club. 
    Over the years, Collins exhibit-
ed nationally and locally including 
at the March Party. 
    He was acknowledged as an 
expert on American women in the 
military during World War II and 
exhibited on the subject as well. 
     Collins is survived by two 
sons, two daughters and six grand-
children. He was preceded in 
death by Beatrice, his wife of 60 
years. 

their outreach whenever they can. 
    ñScott is right. Just buy from 
authorized dealers and the post 
office or USPS.com. Avoid any-

thing, even if itôs not steeply dis-
counted, if itôs not an authorized 
dealer. Just donôt get it,ò he added. 
    While fake stamps have been 
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BOB COLLINS 

Civil War participant sends a letter home 
Note: This article was submitted 

before Collins passed away on 

June 6. It is being published as a 

tribute in his memory. 

By Bob Collins 

    What makes stamps and covers 
so interesting to collect is the vari-
ety of what one wants to collect. 
During many years of collecting I 
have formed great collections of 
different subjects. 
    Being a history ñnut,ò I have 
collected covers from the 1700s to 
modern times. I found that many 
covers from the 1940s and 1950s 
are harder to find than many early 
covers. Itôs something that a lot of 
collectors donôt quite understand. 
But I still enjoy the early manu-
script-marked covers. 
    I guess I was born a collector. 
In my lifetime I have collected 
many things in addition to stamps 
and covers. One example is I have 
a number of old crank record play-
ers and thousands of records in-
cluding cylinder records, thick Ed-
ison records, 78 rpm and 45 rpm 
records in many styles from clas-
sics to country music. 
    Every record play is in working 
order so I can play some of my old 
favorites.  On the music side, do 
you remember Spike Jones, Hoos-
ier Hot Shots, Jimmy C. Newman, 
Johnny Cash, Tammy Wynette 
and Loretta Lynn? 
    I always had an interest in Con-
federate covers I saw offered in 
auctions. I have owned any until 
recently, and now has a small col-
lection of 34 covers. I am very 
choosy in what I buy and have co-
vers from the Ohio prisoner of war 
camps, turned covers, wallpaper 
covers and covers with manuscript 
markings. I enjoy them and their 
historical context. 
    One of my covers looks like a 
common nothing. It was sent to  

Mrs. Mary F. Bullock in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky, from her husband, 
Confederate Major Robert Bull-
ock. He was a participant in Mor-
ganôs Raid and was confined to 

the Ohio Penitentiary after being 
captured with other raiders in 
Northeast Ohio. Note the double-
circle Columbus postmark dated 
Oct. 14, likely 1863. 
    The raiders were led by Briga-
dier Gen. John Hunt Morgan and 
consisted of 2,460 hand-picked 
Confederate cavalrymen and four 
artillery pieces. They raided farms 
and towns in Ohio, Kentucky, In-
diana and West Virginia from 
June 11 to July 26, 1863 before 
finally being captured. Morgan 
and several of his officers held in 
the penitentiary eventually tun-
neled out and escaped to Ken-
tucky. 
    After the escape, Bullock was 
sent to Fort Delaware in Dela-
ware, Ohio, which was deemed to 
be escape proof. 
    Bullockôs cover is one of 43 
known sent from the Ohio Peni-
tentiary. The cover was censored 
by George Lester of the 4th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. 
    Morgan was killed in combat 
with the Union Army at Green-
ville, Tennessee, on Sept. 3, 1864. 

A cover postmarked Oct. 14, likely 1863, was sent to Mrs. Mary F. Bullock in 

Lexington, Kentucky, from her husband, Confederate Major Robert Bullock. He 
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after being captured with other raiders in Northeast Ohio on July 26, 1863. 
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