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|. Background of the British in the Holy Land
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|. Background of the British in the Holy Land
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Government House,

Nalrobi.

British Embassy Mail Cairo, Egypt to
Government House Nairobi 27 Jul 1914




Il. Early Years of the War - 1914

Mails to Turkey, Syria and other
Ottoman Post Offices were officially
suspended on 9 Nov and 23 Dec 1914

Sent from Cairo to Beirut on 30 Oct
1914, suspended and returned on 15
Nov 1914
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Il. Early Years of the War - 1914

reverse

Military Hospital cachet Cairo to Sligo, Ireland

everse

New Zealand Military Expedition Post Office to Auckland, NZ




Early Years of the War - 1915
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Indian Field Post Office 312 to France



Il. Early Years of the War — 1915

Sent to Director of Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland

reverse

Arrival mail passed Censor coming in to 42" East Lancers Division



Il. Early Years of the War - 1915

MEF precursor to EEF
1 Nov 1915 Cairo to
Scotland

- e .
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12 Nov 1915
POW mail from
Camp Maadi




ll. Early Years of the War —1915-1916

Registered letter
sent April 1915
from Babylon, NY —
undeliverable - to
Corporal Robinson.
Mail came back to
Babylon March
1916

reverse



Il. Early Years of the War - 1916

Sent from Italian Military
Division 13 May 1916 to
Capt. Gaff in Egypt
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Sent 6 Nov 1916 via Marine Francaise at Port Said to Saint Raphael



Ill. Egyptian Expeditionary Force in Palestine
Military Organization

Scope

Documents all the British military units of the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force (EEF) by showing the postmarks and censor
markings used by the EEF Corps, Division and Brigades throughout
the WW!I campaign to capture Palestine from the Turks. This story
begins with the formation of the EEF in the spring 1917, when the
British government ordered the EEF in the Sinai to capture the Holy
Land, and concludes in late 1918 when the EEF occupied the upper
Galilee region. Civilian mail is not included in this exhibit.



lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization

Background

The Egyptian Expeditionary Force was the successor of the Mediterranean Expeditionary
Force (MEF). Since the late 19th century, the British maintained a military presence in
Egypt and throughout the Mediterranean region to protect the shipping lanes operating
through the Suez Canal. The vital sea lanes provided quicker transport from British
colonies throughout Asia and Africa to Europe and England. The MEF was formed at the
outset of WWI in 1915 to protect this region and fight in the Gallipoli Peninsula and
Dardanelles. When the British government decided to concentrate resources in the
Middle East and conquer Palestine, it formed the Egyptian Expeditionary Force and gave
command to General Edmund Allenby in mid-1917. Under Allenby’s leadership, the EEF
reorganized into the formations shown throughout this exhibit.



lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization

Treatment

e This exhibit displays mail from all the EEF formations organized from the
headquarter level down, and includes the three Corps, nine Divisions
and twenty-seven Brigades that fought in the Sinai and Palestine.

e The significance to the postal history of the EEF formations lies in the

primary evidence and archive of the units that conquered Palestine
after 400 years of Ottoman rule.

e Supplemented by maps and photos, this exhibit differs from other
Middle Eastern studies of WWI because it narrowly focuses on the
history of the units fighting in the Palestine Campaign.



lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization

Corps Formations
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lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization

Commander General Allenby

General Allenby Self-Censorship Signature
- mail required no additional markings General Edmund
H.H. Allenby
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lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization
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lll. Egyptian Expeditionary Force Military Organization

No. 137 Entrance of General Allenby's troops in Jerusalem. (!Eiii’g?gfffﬁf"j:




EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

XX CORPS XX| CORPS

The Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) was formed in Egypt at the be ng ©

Campaign of the First World War. The EEF was Inftially organized to (uud m.SuozCaMl and tmt but
pursued 3 wider war offort to push tho invading Ottoman Army castward and conquer Palasting. After
losing two successive battles at Gaza in march and April 1917, the EEF command was assumed by Genoral
Edmund Allenby in Juno. Allenby reorganized the EEF into the XX Corps, XXi Corps and Desort Mountod
Corps. InNovember 1917, the consolidatod CEF captured Boersheba's ancient water wells and the Gaza
port town from the Turks. Under government orders, the British EEF prossed forward and capturod Jo.
rusaiom on Docombor 9th. Tho victary by tho EEF ovar tho Holy Land capital lod to tho ultimate con-
quest of Palosting in 1918, The historical significance of the CLF's military mission to defoat the Turks
and galn cantrol aver Palasting durfng WWI1 was the ond of 400 yoars of Ottaman rule over tha Holy Land,
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XX CORPS




XX CORPS

Tho XX Corps was formod undor the Tgyptian Expediticnary Ferce's armry
after the British dofeat at tho second Battle of Gaza in the Spring of
1917, The XX Corps was comprised of four infantry divisions: 10th (Irish)
Diviston, 53rd (Walsh) Division, &0th (3/2 London) Division and the 74th
(Yeomanry) Division. The XX Corps first saw action during the capture of
Boorshoba in the Third Battle of Gara on October 31, 1917, Following
Bedrshoba, an Hovembor 6, the Corps made a frontal assault against the XX CORPS
Turkish fortifications in the vicinity of Sheria whore the 108h, 60th and 74th
Divisions succonding in broaking through. The 10th Diviston captured the
Harolra Rodoubt on Hovembor 7 and tho 60th Division advanced on Huj In
suppoet of the Australian Mounted Division's efforts to cut off the retreat-
Ing Turkish arnwy. Tho Corps* Divislons played an ongolng rolo theough.
out tho conquest of Palesting and was lod by Genaeral Philip Chetwade,
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XX Corps Train
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10TH IRISH DIVISION =g s oe

AL tho outbroak of World war 1, tho 10th (Irish) Divition was formed B¢
onAugust 21, 1914 by Lord Kitchnar's cail for voluntoors. It Includ-
od threo brigades (29th, 30th and 31st 8rigades ) from tha various
provincos of lroland, and saw action in Gallipoli and Salonika be- XX CORDPS
fore Landing in Egypt to participate in the Sinai and Palesting cam

paign in September 1917, The Division waas lod by Major-General
J.R. Longloy and fought in the Third Battle of Gaza which succeod-
od in breaking tho reslstanco of tho Turkish defendors in sauthorm
Palesting, The Division wont on to help capturg Jerusalom on Do

combor 9 and participated In tho Rattlas of mogiddoe and Hablus.




29TH BRIGADE

Commandod by Col R.S. Vandolour,
thit beigado was mado up of infan.
trymen from Dublin. The brigade had
four battalions the Sinal and

Mouknwmai!t. 15t Leinster
Regimont, the 5 Connaught Rang-

ors, Gth Irish Riflos and 29th
Light Mortar Battory. Aftor
the capture of Jerusalom in Decem-
bor, mr,mmmawu
mw-.maummm
bin Ridgo. The Brigado hold their
mmmmm«.mw-
ticipated in the Spring offonsive, on
Mmmfubmbym
ish and Gorman fightors, In Mmarch,
1918 this Brigade occupled tha Hoby
oh, overcoming difficult torrain,



3 0 T H B R I G A D E EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY (

Consmandad by Lisutanant Colonal FA. Grear and mado up of sl E
diors from the Dublin region of retand, the 15t Royal krish Rog:
Imont, 6th Royal Dublin Fusiliers and 30th Light Treach Mortar
Batter comprised the Brigade. In late Docembor 1917, this bri XX CORPS
gado holpod capturo abu ol Alnaln and kh, Rubin Ridgo and hold

their positions in Judea over the winter months, The 30th Bri
gado attackod from the right flank in the March, 1912 offen
sivo north of Jorusalom, holping capturo a town called Ajul,




31ST INFANTRY BRIGADE *"™'c™™"

Colonel E.M. Morris commandod this Brigade, which was comprised
of tha 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusilers, the Sth amd 6th Royal
innfiskilling Fusiliers, and the 31st Light Tronch Mortar Battory
This brigade fought alongside the 30th Brigado on theo right col-
umin of fersiva in March, 1918, This Brigade captured Ras ot Tefu
and Attara on March 9. Aftorwards, the unit crossed the Wadi Jib XX CORPS
and soized tho lower slopes of tho hill forming the main dofonse
of Jitjilia. They drove the enomy in disorder through the village
and overwhelmod a small Gorman holdout with a bayonet chargo.
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S3RD WELSH DIVISION g5 smeszns

Tha 53rd Division was composed originatly of Territorial battal.
lons, and Landod in Egypt from Gallipoli. The Divisian was com-
mandod by Major-Genoral 5.F. Mott and had threo brigades: 158th,
159th and 160th, It toock part in tho advanco from the Suoer Canal
during tho unsuccossful First and Second Battlos of Gaza in March
and Apail, 1917, The Division went on to support the conquest of
Bearshaba In the fall of 1917, octupied Hobran on Dacember 5,
Bothlohom during the night Decombor 8, and attackod Jerusatom
on the 9th. In sarly 19186, the 51rd Diviston propared for an assault
on Joricho and captured important ridges in the Judoan hills,
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53" Welsh Division







































































































































































































