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R OYALTY, dictators and presidents are the usual choice when gov-

ernments want to picture individuals on their stamps. This was

especially true during the 19th Century. But when commemorative
issues came into their own, momy a nation's famous civilians began
to turn up in stamp albums. Therse were warriors, explorers, statesmen,

Saints, scientists cnd creative artists.

The United States has honored a number of men and women, besides
its Presidents, by depicting them on stamps. But not until 1940 did the
Post Office Department attempt o comprehensive survey of outsianding
Americans in the fields of literaturs, poetry, education, science, musie,

art and inveniion.

The resulting "Famous Americans” series of stomps pays tribute to 35
"herces of peace.” i is really seven series of stamps each, picturing o

select group of the areat authors, poets, educators, scientists, composers,

artists and inventors that this country has produced.

This booklet is desioned io inferesi the beginner in stemp collecting,

and to help all collectors to know better the inspiring achievements of these
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35 Great Americans who are joining the ever-expanding philatelic gallery.
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FarMous AMERICANS

FIRSTY DAY COVER

Merwyn J, Brown
Elsmere Hotel
1107 Linwood Blvd.,
HKansas City, lo.

CYRUS H M:CORMICK
1808 - INVENTOR - 1804

HOWARD S. TAYLOR
- 127 MOUNTWELL AVE,
- HADDONFIELD, N, J.




i

Jane Adidame
rist

e’ Toternationul  Leggue
Peace and Freedom, df e
ntembered for ler book,
Fours at Fiull Hou

forn 180 - Divd 1035

Fiiol Day Cever -
P dmericass

FAMOUS AMERICANS
COMPOSERS

Ethelbert Nevin

Born 1861, Studied in 1.5, and abroad.
Teacher concert pinnist, composer. Wrote the
music for “The Rosary”, “Mighty Lak a Rose™
Died 1901

FAMOUS AMERICAN
.

Frederic Remington
1861 - 1909
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1940
.

24 DELAWARE AVENUE
RIDLEY PARK
PENNSYLVANIA

ay 8 S
FAMOUS AMERICAN

INVENTOR

ArexanpEr GrRANAM BELL
American fnventor Sorn in Einburgh
1847 Invenled the Telephone in 1878, als0
Graphophone and home Diled 1982,

FInST DAY OF ISSUE

e

Dr. Max M. Sternan
220 West G3rd otreet

New :ork City
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' WASHINGTON
IRVING

FiRST American author to win Author
world fame. His first significant hum-

orous work was "Knickerbocker's His-

tory of New York". Irving traveled

abroad and while in London he wrote Born

“The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Cray- April 3, 1783
on" which contained the now famous New York, N. Y.
“Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend

of Sleepy Hollow." Though mostly Died
known for his humorous stories, he November 28, 1859
also wrote biographies of Goldsmith
and Washington. In later life he be-
came minister to Spain.
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world acclaim. He served three
years in the Navy which influenced
his later writings of the Sea. Cooper
at his best are "The Pilot" and "The
Red Rover." Other famous works are
the "Leather Stocking Tales” which
include "The Deerslayer,” "The Last Died

of The Mohicans,” "The Pathfinder," September 14, 1851
and "The Spy." Coaperstown, N. Y.
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September |5, 1789
Burlington, N. J.

LT R N W P e N S N T V.Y, F AP IR R AR R

AT A e A A aT AT a AT AT AT

Tarrytown, N. Y.

MaTa"AYATA A ATATAT T ATATA AT AT ATaTa"AT AT A

First Day of lssue January 29, 1940 Tarrytown, Naw York First Day of lssue - January 29, 1940 - Cooperstown, New York
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WASHINGTON IRVING MEMORIAL 1783-1859 .

ON-THE-HUDSORN, N. Y.

IRVINGTON -

Now is the Time to Book the

ETHIOPIAN CI.OWNS

Homestead Grays — Atlanta
and over 125 others

Colarfm Show Cards* Newspaper Cuts,
Publicity Matter, Ete., Furnished

Contact Us Today—Don't Delay

SYD POLLOCK, Booking Mgr.
Box 64, N.Tarrytown, N. Y.

—FIRST DAY OF ISSUE—

Athletie birector—

EXNEATXX
Knoxville College

Knoxville, Tenn.
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PEN (MM AMD COTTAGEY, COOFEMSTOWM, M V.

FIRST DAY OF 1SSUE

g Famous Americans Senies
4 This frst great American
: bived most ;f [ g- gufnpu:
H cendewmnial will obhaerved,
. 29, 30, 11

i i
i

under
York

I
The Cooper Inn

Duilt in 1813




THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
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Post Office Department
DIVISION OF STAMPS
Washington
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Post Office Department
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL

Washington

STAMPS HONORING FAMOUS AMERICANS—AUTHORS GROUP

special series of postage stamps honoring Famous American Authors will be placed on sale on the dates and
at the 0 ces listed
First Day Sale

Value Celor Central Subject Place Date

1-cent Green Woashington Irving Tartrytown, N. Y. Jan. 29
2-cent Red James Fenimore Cooper Cooperstown, N. Y. Jan. 29
3-cent Purple Ralph Waldo Emerson Boston, Mass. Feb, 5
5-cent Blue Louisa May Alcott Concord, Mass. Feb. 5
10-cent Brown Samuel L, Clemens Hannibal, Mo. Feb. 13

The stamps will be 0.85- by 0.98-inch in size, arranged vertically, issued in sheets of 70, and printed by the
rotary process.

Collectors clesmnﬁ first- da]r covers may send addressed envelopes, not in excess of 10, to the Postmasters at the
above offices with cash or postal money order to cover only the cost of the sta.mps Postage stamps wu'} po;:mrn‘_z
not be accepted in payment, Covers should be pencil-marked in the upper right corner to show the number
stamps to be affixed. To receive the official first-day cancelation, covers must bear at least three l-cent, or two
2-cent, stamps. Envelopes should not be smaller than 3 by 6 inches. Requests for unusual arr: ents and plate
numbers cannot be honored. Orders for uncanceled stamps musi not be included with reqguests ?w covers,

Patrons desiring selected stamps for philatelic purposes may obtain the above issues at the Philatelic Agency,
Washington, D. C., on the days following their initi liprelease

U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

g el












THE JULIUS MATHEWS SPECIAL AGENCY

JULIUS MATHEWS, President

408 MADIBON AVE.

NEW YORK DETROIT

Many Longfellow Stamp Covers
Delayed By Storm In Boston

Boston's weather put a crimp
in Portland's first-day sale of
Henry Wadsworth ow one-

delaying

with the magic words of philately,
“Portland, Maine, Feb. 16, 1940—
First Day of Issue.”

‘Twenty-five special Longfellow
stamp employes were laid off at
the Postoffice Thursday because
Eim betwaen'Inte Wedbsetey ot

WEED late and
10 p. m. Thursday emmow
conditions in Boston's North Sta-
tion yards. They will go back to
work today.

Mrs. Helen C. Donahue, post-
master, announced that covers de-
layed by the transportation tie-
up will be treated ms first-day
covers, byt she predicted the storm
will eut into the total of covers
submitted for first-day cancella-
t

ion.

This total is expected to reach
at least 150,000 and may mount as=
high as 190,000, she said. Late
Thursday afternoon more than
100,000 envelopes had already been
prepared.

Arrival of from 12 to
deslers with thelr ownr

15 -#t»

pare and mail up}
from one

clients {or more
either engaging

_mﬂu COVErE

Henry Wing,
- e
Eutdan ! the lang
: ; and
Cummings, mnmﬁ
It is & gift to the Pr
the Maine Philstelic Societ
g0 through the regular ma

museum.
R ET “nds of | m.%ﬁﬂﬂ*ﬂlmmum
Toute here to be postmarked today :

‘““u l:gl&ﬂ
: e
genind E::; p, MAY
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‘The Bowdown cover is for framing
and besrs 8 pen-and-ink sketeh of
Longlelow
curator of the

Merriil's cover. mnoth:r large
employes, 18 a gift to him from nis
employes. It bears a picture of the
Ln{%g-lluw Home and of Longlellow.

first full sheet jssued has been
{ramed, uncancelled, for presentation
to Miss Mary K. Longfellow, niece
of the poet. It 15 signed by Mrs.
Donahue and by James B. Bell, ns-
sistant philatelic agent for the Post-
E o

The specia glellow stamp win-
dowa at the postoffics will open at
8 a m. today and remain open till
midnight, I necessary, storm-delayed
covers will be cancelled Saturday,
Mrs. Dopahue sald, The canceling
machine sent here for first-day mail-
ings will then be shipped to Tuske-

ee Institute, Als, where first-day
islu of Booker T. Washington
Etamps is approaching,

The statue in Longlellow Square
has been decorsted with bunting far
the day, designated in a proclamation
of Council Chairman Hairy E. Mar-
tin as Longfellow Day in Portland

“Local News Hits Home."—J,

2457 Woodward Ave.

J% WM. E. FOSTER, General Manager
Established 1804

38 Newbury Bt.

200 N. Wabash Avenue
CHICAGO BOSTON

By way of erxplanation...

We take this opportunity to say, first that
we diAnft know =0 many penple were interested
in eollecting stamps.. and second that we
were snowed under..double..by weather and
replies.

All first day mailings were to be in the
Postoffice at Portland, Maine not later than
four o'clock on the afternocon of February 15th.

We rushed liets on each arrival of mail. Thess
were sent to the Press Herald and Express by
airmal]l and duplicate by regular mail.

Only two hundred and twenty names got there in

time, the rest being delayed in traneit some-

where. We knew that thers ==  ‘res hundred or

more nemes on the - g || than have

them dis- | g distance
| to have

Al my name

| e care

= __~ ipeted.

and here's wishingz you good luek

Very truly youre,




ESTABLISHED 1788

EVENING GAZETTE

HAVERHILL, MASS.

Return if not delivered in five days

FIRST DA

The Whittier Kitchen

John A. Goodwin
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 210 Webster Street
Haverhill, Mass,

JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER
EDITOR, 1830 Anp 1838
FIRST DAY OF I8SUK

HILL =]
TR 2
1640 -19L0%
HOME <f£ @
obrar- Grecnl
{f%?{mﬂ

The Home of Snow-Bound

"The sun that brief December day
Rose cheerless over hills of gray,
And, darkly circled, gave at noon
A sadder light than waning moon.”

1640 - Haverhill Tercentenary - 1940




¥ Reprint of notice which appeared IN THE FOSTAL BULLETIN OF JANUARY 18, i640"
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS—FAMOUS AMERICANS SERIES

THRD m:ﬂm PosTMASTER GENERAL,
ashington, January 17, 1940,
Supplemenllﬁg the notice in the Fom‘u. BurLeriv of December 29, igﬁﬂ.
employees of the Postal Servlee are hereby advised "of thi
ssuance of the second, or Poets’' Group, in this special series of

stam;
g;mpﬁon of the stamps follows:
- — TFirst iy @t

Color Subjact _._;mmm__ﬁﬁ_

(i) VSRR
Red

| B
-.| Brown

These stamps will be *% g by *%{g0 inch in dimensions arranged vertically,
They will be nted by the rotary and issued in sheets of 70.

The cent: g?nts are enclosed in inner and outer frames of Gam‘glan
design, between which at the to&lis the inseription “U. 8. Postage”, Below
the portrait frame is a horizontal tablet containing on & white ground the
denomination designation at each end with the word “Cent” or “Cents”

between, se by an ornamental shield-shaped panel in which is
depicted in white on a solid und a reproduction of the wmged
hnlﬁe Pegasus, which forms the symbol of this group. All lettering is in
80 ET

ic,
Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancelations of the new stamps on the
above dates may send a limited number of addressed covers, not in excess
of 10 in each case, to the instmmter at ﬂ:e respective offices, with a cash or
muney-o:der remittance to cover only the cost of the stamps required
or affixing. aiheahmpa will positively not be accepted in ment,
In order to obtain official eancelation reading; “First Day ue",
it will be necessary to have the covers stamped at the first-class rate. For
example, this will require the use of not less than three 1-cent or two 2-cent
stamps. Each cover must be addressed and should bear & peneil endorse-
ment in the upper right corner to show the number of stamps to be attached
thereto, It is also necessary to allow sufficient space to affix the stamps and
the postmark. Envelupeu should not be smaller than 8 by 6 inches. The
use of large and | 1y shaped envelopee should be avoided. All cover
envelopes should either be sealed or sent with the flaps turned in. Better
cn‘:;ioelsuona will be provided if the envelopes contain medium-weight
enclosures,
Requests for uncanceled stamps must not be included with orders for first-day
covers io the postmasters af the abore o
For the benefit of collectors desiring atn.mpa of selected quality for phila-
telic use, the new stamps will be ?lsoad on ssle at the Philatelic Ageney on
the dagnfullowing the date of release. To insure prompt shipment, mail
the Agency must exclude other varieties of stamps.
POB‘I‘M&S‘TERS AT DIRECT- AND CENTRAL-ACCOUNTING
POST OFFICES WILL RECEIVE A SUPPLY OF EACH DENOMINA-
TION S-'TAMP IN THIS GROUP ON ORDER PREPARED IN THE
DEPAR THEREFORE, POSTMASTERS AT THESE OF-
FICES WILL NOT SUBMIT REQUISITIONS FOR ANY OF THESE
STA MPS UNLESS THE INITIAL B’TOCK I8 FOUND INADEQUAT
HICH CASE PROPER EXPLANATION WILL ACCOMPAN
THE RI‘ UISITIONS. THESTAMPS WILL BE CHARGED ON THE
8A VOICE AND SHIPMENT WILL BE MADE IN TIME FOR
PLACING THE FIRST S8TAMP OF THE GROUP ON SALE ON THE
SECOND DAY OF ISSUE S0 FAR AS MANUFACTURING CON-
DITIONS WILL PERMIT. UPON RECEIPT OF THESE SHIP-
MENTS, THE DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS WILL BE SEP-
ARATED AND PROPER PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT
THE PLACING OF ANY OF THE STAMPS ON SALE BEFORE THE
SECOND DAY OF ISSUE.
Postmasters at district-accounting post offices may obtain small quanti-
ties of the new postage stamps by requisition on the eentral-accounting

Ramsey 8. Brack,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

100114%,  (Ed. 35,000.)

¥. 5, COVERMMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1940



“Reprint of notice which appeared IN THE POSTAL BULLETIN OF JANUARY 18, 1940"

COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS—FAMOUS AMERICANS SERIES

THIRD AsSISTANT POSTMASTER (GENERAL,
Washington, January 17, 1940.

Supplementing the notice in the PosTar BuLLeTIN of December 29, 1939,
postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are hereby advised of the
issuance of the second, or Poets’ Group, in this special series of postage
stamps.

A description of the stamps follows:

Denomina- ; < First day sale
tion Cialor Sabjec Place Date
1-cent oo Oreen. .ol Henry W. Longlellow____._.__ Portland, Maine_......| Feb. 18
2-cent._ooee-. Rod.. ...z e John Greenleaf Whittier.......| Haverhill, Mass_...__.. Feb. 18
S-cont. .ooo--- Parple.coio- James Russell Lowell ._._.____ Cambridge, Mass...... Feb. 20
6-cent__...__. Blne. .. ._.| Walt WHItmAR. .- consevisn Camden, N. J .. Feb. 20
10-cent.______ Browh., e James Whitcomb Riley__..___| Greenfield, Ind__...._.. Feb. 24

These stamps will be 8%0o by %00 inch in dimensions arranged vertically.
They will be printed by the rotary process and issued in sheets of 70.

The central subjects are enclosed in inner and outer frames of Georgian
design, between which at the top is the inscription “U. S. Postage”. Below

the portrait frame is a horizontal tablet containing on a white ground the
M S Mo o I g e e i ik mmint e A et LT swnwd K NanE Y A S Vanda??




the day rollowing the date oI release. 10 INsUre prompy SNIPINEnt, INail
orders to the Agency must exclude other varieties of stamps.

POSTMASTERS AT DIRECT- AND CENTRAL-ACCOUNTING
POST OFFICES WILL RECEIVE A SUPPLY OF EACH DENOMIN A-
TION STAMP IN THIS GROUP ON ORDER PREPARED IN THE
DEPARTMENT. THEREFORE, POSTMASTERS AT THESE OF-
FICES WILL NOT SUBMIT REQUISITIONS FOR ANY OF THESE
STAMPS UNLESS THE INITIAL STOCK IS FOUND INADEQUATE
IN WHICH CASE PROPER EXPLANATION WILL ACCOMPANY
THE REQUISITIONS. THE STAMPS WILL BE CHARGED ON THE
SAME INVOICE AND SHIPMENT WILL BE MADE IN TIME FOR
PLACING THE FIRST STAMP OF THE GROUP ON SALE ON THE
SECOND DAY OF ISSUE SO FAR AS MANUFACTURING CON-
DITIONS WILL PERMIT. UPON RECEIPT OF THESE SHIP-
MENTS, THE DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS WILL BE SEP-
ARATED AND PROPER PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT
THE PLACING OF ANY OF THE STAMPS ON SALE BEFORE THE
SECOND DAY OF ISSUE.

Postmasters at district-accounting post offices may obtain small quanti-
ties of the new postage stamps by requisition on the central-accounting

postmaster.
Ramsey 8. Brack,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

160114, (Ed. 85,000.)
V. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1940
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February 20, 1940
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
Walt Whitman Stamp
Camden, N. J.

WALT WHITMAN STAMP FIRST DAY COVER

- Compliments Camden Fire Insurance Association
From WHITMAN'S
oMb ) %ML‘QGM-CL. 3
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GREERVIELD, INptaNa
The Birthplace and Home of the
Hoosier Por
JAMES WHITCOME RILEY

A FIRST DAY COVER
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Ethelbert Nevin.

PITTSRURG  PA..
JUNE 10 1940.
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Pioneer State Normal School
Westfield, Massachusetts

became State Teachers College, April, 1932, Cente-
nary celebration, 1939

Linprint,Inc.
Trust this Horace lann
Card,may be of interest 531 North Park Street
Local Teachers'College
mailed out about 2500 Columbus Ohio

of these Mar I5th

7

THE STEALINE PREGE, INE. - WLATFIELE, Wans

\

‘| _ORIGINAL
STATE
NORMAL
SCHOOL
BUILDING

Dedicated
Sept. 3,
1846

Westfield,
Mass.




Founded in 1793

et

MR. ! YMAN ELDRIDSE, -08
2509 LAVIN cQuRT,
TROY,N. Y.

= William: A. B. 1824 [ /
President of Williams 1836 - 1872 =5 [

'~ Williams Alumni Association of Chicago
Thomas E. Buchanan, Jr., Ass't Sec'y
123 South La Salle Street

Chicago, IlL
FIRST UAr OF 1SSUE
Mr. J. W. Holllster,
35529 N. Kostner Ave.,
y Chicago. k
19 ]
! Mark Hopkins Commemorative Stamp 3
First Day of Issue
Annual Williams Banquet  April 4, 1940
& o . o :




CHARLEZ W. ELIOT

PRESIDENT

er
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
(L1 .

/63

v}

“
|
B

e

6
Ix" Il:'- P'. i <\\

1940

FIRST DAY rrEres

CHARLES W. ELIOT
PREIIDENT

L 1.4
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You will note that B stanp 1s
0” 10¢ denomination.

5¢ only sent.

] Due to late date, and in order
| not to disappoint you, we are
i afRixing stamp and forwarding.

Plesse remit 7¢, which with 5¢
already received, will cover
stamp and service.

See card attached. 2

Booker 7T, Wasginﬁton
1858 - Educator- 115
{ FIRST DAY coOveRrR H. c' Satmders.
oy~ 2 o e Box 297,
Masie gee Inst.,
Alsbama.

Thank Jou.







SOUTHERN
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JOURNAL.
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; 12917 Marston Ave.

Cleveland, Ohio

FAMOUS AMERICA|fS £y CAL

SCIENTIST

=¥ RR RNy

JANE ADDAMS
American Sociologist Bornin Cedarville,

1111860, Devoled her life lo the alleviation Mr. Fred A, Maid,
of suferingin the slums. Died i955. 3622 Elmwood Avenue,

Berwyn, Illinois.
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EDWARD MacDOWELL
ARS MUSICA

THE LOG CABIN
& rf’ Drecemnis

PETERBOROUGH . . . . N. H.
o dhe MONADNOCK REGION

LRED ERIck B 1775

MacDOWELL DAY

MEMORIAL LUNCHEON
Town House Twelve noon May 13, 1940
Peterhorough in the Monadnock Region of Southern
New Hampshire
PETERBOROUGH ROTARY CLUB

(Open meeting )
President

Francis B. Donovan, presiding
Toastmaster
Judge Chester B. Jordan,
Speakers
Gavernor Francis P. Murphy
United States Senator Charles W. Tobey
United States Congressman Foster Stearns
Third Assistant Postmaster General Roy North
Mrs. Edward MacDowell
H. L. Lindquist, publisher of “Stamps”
Otho L. Rogers, United States Post Office Department
Philatelic Agent
Dr. Curtis Hidden Page, Rotary Districc Governor

SIXTH ANNUAL BANQUET
KEENE PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Held in connection with Monadnock Region Stamp Exposition

Saint James Episcopal Church, Parich House
May 13, 1940 - 6:30 P. M.
PROGRAM
PRESIDENT SPRAGUE W. DRENAN, Toaitmaiter

Welcome 1o guests and Central New Englind Stamp Club

Response by PREsIENT EVERETT STEVENS

Introducrion of Mrs. Epwarp MacDoweLL by MAajor A. ExLaxp Goverrs,

President of the Monadnock Region Association

Address by Roy NowtH, Third Assistant Postmaster General

Address by H. L. Linoquist, publisher of *Stamps’
Award of prizes by Hevucen e WiNpr

wests of Honor
Members of the Govemnor's Council:
Harold K. Davison Oren V. Henderson
Thomas A. Murray Arbur T. Appleton
George Hamil:on Rolfe
Major A. Erland Goyerte,
President of the MacDowell Club
Mrs, Frederick B. Presion, President,
New Hampshire Federated Women's Club
Mrs. Fay Lewis, President,
Peterborough Women's Club
Postmaster Martin J. Keenan, Petetborough
Michael J. Carroll, President, New Hampshire
Postmaster’s Association
Postmaster Carl D. Roach, Keene
Postmaster Robert E. Gould, Newport
Miss Margaret Howeson, P
New Hampshire Federated Women's Clubs
Hon. Alvin A, Lucier, Nashua, former Coloaist

Program will be broadcast through WFEA and WNBX, marking the first time that a broadcast bas oviginated from Peterborozgh

The American Guernsey Casle Clak consider it @ privilege t0 parsicipate in this Memoris] Pregraw,







FAMOUS AMERICANS
ARTISTS

Gilbert Charles Stuart

Portrait painter - Born in 1755 pupil
of Benjamin West; especially known for his
portrait of George Washington. Died 1828,




N.E4. MUSEE DU LOUVRE
WHISTLER - Portrait ge la meére de l'Auteur.
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N\ aymond IE. Jones—
NE Vice President
3 c%zmh of Wanhattay Co
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UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
UNION OIL BUILDING
617 WEST SEVENTH STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
SOUTHERN DIVISION SALES




2302 E. Seventh 3t.
Long Beach, Calif.







ELI WHITNEY DAY
Savannah, Georgia, October 7, 1940
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Sylvester H.Cohen,
33 Franklin Ave,
Saranac Lake,

New York.
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SPENCER PRINTING COMPANY

-~

Impressive

133 Main Street

- FIRST DAY
SPENCER, MASSACHUSETTS <

Mr, Robert W. Barclay
c/o Grafton School Department
Grafton, uass,

1819 ELIASHOWE 1867

Elias Howe, the inventor of
the Sewing Machine, was
born in Spencer, Mass.,
July 9, 1819.
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MRS. MAXWELL R. KNAPP
72 Livingston St.
RHINEBECK, N. Y.

’ ~ MRS. MAXWELL R. KNAPP
g L 72 Livingston St.

Sond RHINEBECK, N. Y.
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1848 - 1907
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