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St. Patrick Church, 2007



7. Special Postal Services
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Mr., Roland Caulton

20 Vernon Ave.

Brownhills, nr. Walsall,
otaff., Ingland

Mailed from Wellington to Staffordshire, England. Both covers show the 15-cent airmail rate that was m
effect m 1960.



Certthed Mail

Mailed from Wellington to near-
by Oberlin. The 18-cents
postage aflixed pays the first-class
rate and the certified mail rate
existence m 1955. With certthied
mail label. A Universal machine

postmark with the slogan
FIGHT TB/SUPPORT YOUR/

TB ASSOCIATION ties the
stamps to the cover.




Postage Due
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Mailed from Northbrook, Ill.,
to Welllington with a meter
paying the 20-cent one-ounce

rate in 1982. Postal workers

assessed 17 cents postage due,
equivalent to the additional
ounce rate.



9. Special Events

FIRST AIR-MAIL FLIGHT
WELLINGTON, OHIO T35

— MAY 19 =

Wellington, Chio
Early Home and Burial Place of

Archibald M. Willard

Painter of
The Famcus “‘Spirit of '76'

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK
May 15-21, 1938

Wellington own Archibald M. Willard, painter of “Spirit of “76” was remember as part of National Air Mail
Week m May 1938.

Willard i his studio m the late 19th century, left.

Waillard 1s buried with other family members n
Greenhield Cemetery n Wellington, above.




Willard also was honored on July 4, 1976, America’s bicentennial, by Wellington’s Spirit of 76 Museum,
which produced covers with blue and brown cachets and included an insert offering a brief biography of the

famous painter.
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1776-1976

THIS COMMEMORATIVE
COVER, AUTHORIZED BY
THE “SPIRIT OF ’76”
MUSEUM, WELLINGTON,
OHIO, WHERE THE ART-
IST CONCEIVED THE IDEA
FOR HIS FAMOUS PAINT-
ING AND WHERE HE
CHOSE TO BE BURIED. A M WILLARD WELLINGTON SALUTES OUR NATION ON ITS 200TH BIRTHDAY

A Thumbnail Sketch of the Artist and Painting

In 1876, an unknown, unschooled, but mspired Wellington, Ohio wagon painter

pt:umd the bold pioneering @irit that gave us our liberty m 1776, and with paini
and brush placed it on canvas to live forever. He was Archibald McNeil Willard,
a descendant of Major Simon Willard who came from England in 1634 and was one
of the founders of Concord Mass. He served in the Civil War as a color sergeant and
hiscmmtry’sﬂa becameoneofd significance to him. He conceived the idea for
the “Spirit of 76 when he looked up from his easel and observed three musicians
—a fifer, an adult drummer and a boy drummer—strutting in the Wellington Pubhe
SquareThe painting, an 8x10 ft. canvas, won immediate acclaim at the Nation’s
Centennial Celebratwn m Philadelphia, following which it was purchased by Gen-
eral Devereaux, father of the drummer boy, and given o his hometown of Marble-
head, Mass., Where it hangs in Abbott Hall. Copied millions of times in the past
century, it is conceded to be our nation’s most inspirational pajnting, destined to
have everlasting appeal. When in the Wellingion area, do visit the “Spirit of '76”
Museum which featl_u‘es a dozen Willard original pamtmgs and upwards of 3000 arti-
facts. Admission is free. And, should you wish more cachets, send your check for
$1 for singles or $2.50 for a set of 3, together with a se]f-addressed and stamped
No. 10 envelope to:

"THE “SPIRIT OF °76” MUSEUM
P. O. Box 76 Wellington, Ohio 44090




For several years in the 1990s a special postmark was developed for the Lorain County, which 1s held

annually in Wellington. “QWL” refers to quality of work Iife. These examples were used a Loram
County Fair post card.

Having a good time at the Lorain County Fair!

WELLINGTON, OH 44090

AUG 22 1390
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Having a good time at the Lorain County Fair!

QWL STATION
WELLINGTON OH 44090

AUG 28 1992
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Rural Letter Carriers Assoc. QWL/EI
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The “QWL” theme was dropped 1 subsequent years of the fair postmark.

Having a good time at the Lorain County Fair!

WELLINGTON, OH 44080
AUG 23 1993

Photography by Messaros Photography

Rural Letter Carriers Assoc. QWL/E]

Having a good time at the Lorain County Fair!

Photography by Messaros Photography

Rural Letter Carriers Assoc. QWL/EI




Wellington’s bicentennial, 2013

WELLINGTON, OHIO
BICENTENNIAL

WELLINGTON, OHIO
BICENTENNIAL
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Archibald M. Willard is buried in Greenwood Cemetery
as he requested






